[CLINICAL INVESTIGATION OF TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS IN A GENERAL HOSPITAL LACKING A TUBERCULOSIS WARD IN WESTERN AICHI PREFECTURE.]
With the recent decrease in the number of tuberculosis wards and increase in elderly tuber- culosis patients with comorbidities, the role of regional refer- ral hospitals has become more important in tuberculosis management. [Objective]. This study aimed to assess the current state of tuberculosis management and related issues in a general hospital lacking a tuberculosis ward. [Methods] We retrospectively evaluated the clinical char- acteristics and course of patients diagnosed with tuberculosis by culture testing from April 2008 to March 2015 at Kainan Hospital. [Results] A total of 146 patients (83 males and 63 females; mean age 76, range 18-94 years) were diagnosed with active tuberculosis. Of these, 129 were diagnosed with pulmonary tuberculosis (23 had pulmonary tuberculosis with pleurisy), and 17 patients were diagnosed with extrapulmonary tuber- culosis. The chief complains were cough/sputum in 40 cases, fever in 24, and no symptoms in 36. Associated major comorbidities included diabetes mellitus, chronic kidney disease, and malignancy. In 33 patients, over 30 days were required to diagnose tuberculosis after initial evaluation. Drug-resistant strains were detected in 14 patients. 57 were diagnosed with smear-positive pulmonary tuberculosis, and 66 were transferred to a tuberculosis hospital. Modify in anti- tuberculosis therapy due to adverse reactions were reported in 27 patients. [Conclusion] This study evaluated the current state of tuberculosis management in our hospital. Further educational guidance regarding tuberculosis is needed for the hospital staff, and is important for improvement of tuberculosis management in our hospital.